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Justice in the City argues, based on the 

Rabbinic textual tradition, especially the 

Babylonian Talmud, and utilizing French 

Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas’ 

framework of interpersonal ethics, that a 

just city should be a community of  

obligation. That is, in a community thus 

conceived, the privilege of citizenship is 

the assumption of the obligations of the 

city towards Others who are not always in 

view—workers, the poor, the homeless. 

These Others form a constitutive part of 

the city. The second part of the book is a 

close analysis of homelessness, labor and 

restorative justice from within the theory 

that was developed. This title will be useful 

for scholars and students in Jewish  

Studies, especially Rabbinic Literature and 

Jewish Thought, but also for those  

interested in contemporary urban issues. 

 

Review:  “This is an extremely 

important, interesting and  

creative project. Nothing like it 

really exists. Here is someone 

who combines erudition in the 

classical literature of Judaism 

(especially the Babylonian  

Talmud) with his passion for  

social justice, both as an activist 

and as someone who thinks in 

highly sophisticated terms about 

the tradition of political philoso-

phy and of social theory inspired 

by religious traditions.”   

— Charlotte Fonrobert, Taube 

Center for Jewish Studies, 

Stanford University 
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Rabbi Aryeh Cohen 

justice IN THE city 

Rabbi Aryeh Cohen,  teaches 

rabbinic literature at the Ziegler 

School for  Rabbinic Studies of 

the American Jewish University 

in Los Angeles, where he 

chaired the Rabbinic Studies 

program from 2001-2005. He is a 

board member of Rabbis for  

Human Rights – North America 

and a past president of the Jew-

ish Progressive Alliance. He has 

taught at Hebrew Union College/

Jewish Institute of  Religion, the 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical 

College and 

Brandeis Universi-

ty. He founded the 

Jewish Community 

Justice Project in 

partnership with 

Bet Tshuvah; the 

JCJP trains media-

tors to help bring resolution to 

non-violent crimes by facilitating 

a conversation between victim 

and offender.  

 


